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Detention Camp,
27th May, 1943
Dear Sir Richard Tottenham,
I received last evening your letter of the 24th instant
refusing my request to forward my letter addressed to
Quaid-i-Azam Jinnah. I wrote only yesterday to the Superin-
tendent of this camp asking him kindly to inquire whether my
letter to Quaid-i-Azam Jinnah, and later, the one dated the
15th instant, to Right Hon'ble Lord Samuel had been forwarded
to the respective addresses.
I am sorry for the Government's decision. For rny letter
to the Quaid-i-Azam was sent in reply to his public invitation
to me to write to him, and I was especially encouraged to da
so because his language had led me to think that if I wrote to-
him, my letter would be forwarded to him. The public too are
anxious that the Quaid-i-Azam and I should meet or at least
establish contact. I have always been anxious to meet the
.puaid-i-Azam if perchance we could devise some solution of
the communal tangle which might be generally acceptable.
Therefore the disability in the present instance is much more
that of the public than mine. As a Satyagrahi I may not regard
as disabilities the restrictions which the Government have im-
posed upon me. As the Government are aware, I have denied
myself the pleasure of writing to my relatives as I am not
allowed to perform the service of writing to my co-workers who
are in a sense more to me than my relatives.
The advance copy of the contemplated communique with
^yhich you have considerately favoured me requires amenda-
t^;n in more places than one. For, as it stands, it does not
square with facts.
As to the disavowal referred to in the proposed com-
munique, the Government are aware that I regard the non-
violent mass movement, for the launching of which the Congress
gave me authority on the 8th August last, as perfectly legiti-
mate and in the interest of the Government and the public.
As it is, the Government left me no time to start the movement.
""^Therefore how could a movement, which was never started,
-embarrass "India's" war effort? If then, there was any em-
barrassment by reason of the popular resentment of the
Government's action in resorting to the wholesale arrests of
principal Congressmen, the responsibility was solely that of the
Government. The mass movement, as the resolution sanctioning
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